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Annotation. This article examines modern pedagogical methods for developing
students’ communicative competence in English language teaching. Communicative
competence is considered one of the key outcomes of contemporary foreign language
education because it enables learners not only to understand grammatical structures
and vocabulary but also to use English appropriately and effectively in real-life
communication. The study analyzes communicative language teaching, task-based
language teaching, project-based learning, cooperative learning, role-play,
educational games, digital technologies, authentic materials, and blended learning as
effective approaches to developing learners’ communicative abilities. Particular
attention is paid to the integration of speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills
and to the creation of learner-centered classroom environments. The article also
discusses the role of motivation, interaction, feedback, and learner autonomy in
developing communicative competence. The findings suggest that the systematic
combination of interactive and technology-enhanced methods can increase students’
participation, confidence, fluency, and ability to use English in meaningful contexts.
Practical recommendations are proposed for teachers seeking to organize effective
communicative English lessons.
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INTRODUCTION. In the contemporary educational environment, foreign
language proficiency is increasingly regarded as an essential component of students’
academic, professional, and social development. English, in particular, has become an
Important means of international communication, access to information, academic
cooperation, and intercultural interaction. Consequently, the objectives of English
language education are gradually moving beyond the memorization of grammatical
rules and vocabulary toward the development of learners’ ability to communicate
effectively in authentic situations. One of the central concepts in modern foreign
language pedagogy is communicative competence. It refers to the learner’s ability to
use language appropriately and effectively according to a particular communicative
situation. A communicatively competent learner should be able to understand spoken
and written messages, express ideas clearly, interact with other people, select
appropriate linguistic forms, and adapt communication to different social and cultural
contexts. Traditional approaches to English language teaching have often focused on
grammatical accuracy, translation, vocabulary memorization, and teacher-centered
instruction. These approaches can provide learners with important linguistic
knowledge, but they do not always create sufficient opportunities for practical
communication. Students may know grammatical rules but experience difficulties
when they need to express their opinions, participate in discussions, ask questions, or
communicate spontaneously in English.

Modern English language pedagogy therefore emphasizes learner-centered
instruction, interaction, meaningful communication, and practical language use. The
classroom should become an environment in which learners have opportunities to
speak, listen, negotiate meaning, solve problems, exchange information, and cooperate
with their peers.

The development of communicative competence requires the integration of four
major language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. These skills should
not always be taught separately. In real communication, they frequently interact with

one another. For example, a learner may listen to information, discuss it with a partner,
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read additional material, and then write a short response. Such integrated activities
reflect authentic communication more closely than isolated grammar exercises.

The relevance of this research is also connected with the rapid development of
digital technologies. Online platforms, educational applications, video materials,
virtual communication tools, interactive presentations, and multimedia resources
provide additional opportunities for learners to encounter and use authentic English.
At the same time, technology should be used purposefully and pedagogically rather
than simply as an additional technical element of a lesson. The aim of this study is to
analyze modern pedagogical methods for developing communicative competence in
English language teaching and to identify effective approaches for increasing students’
active participation in communication.

The research hypothesis is that systematic use of learner-centered, interactive,
task-based, and technology-supported methods can contribute to the development of
students’ communicative competence more effectively than predominantly teacher-
centered and grammar-focused instruction.

MATERIALS AND METHODS. The methodological foundation of this study
Is based on contemporary principles of foreign language pedagogy, communicative
language teaching, learner-centered education, task-based learning, cooperative
learning, and competency-based education. The research used theoretical and
methodological analysis of academic literature related to English language teaching
and communicative competence. Comparative analysis was applied to identify
differences between traditional and modern teaching approaches. Generalization was
used to determine common pedagogical principles underlying effective
communicative activities. The research object is the process of teaching English in
educational institutions.

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is one of the most influential
approaches in contemporary English language education. Its main principle is that
language should be learned through meaningful communication rather than through

isolated memorization of grammatical structures.
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In a communicative classroom, students are encouraged to use English to exchange
information, express opinions, ask questions, solve problems, and interact with others.
For example, instead of asking students to complete only written exercises on the use
of the Present Perfect, a teacher may organize a pair activity entitled “Have you
ever...?” Students ask each other questions about experiences and respond using the
target grammatical structure. Such activities transform grammar from an abstract
object of study into a practical communication tool. An important characteristic of
communicative teaching is the shift from teacher-centered instruction toward learner-
centered interaction. The teacher acts primarily as a facilitator, organizer, consultant,
and source of feedback. Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) is another effective
approach to developing communicative competence. The central principle is that
learners acquire language while completing meaningful tasks.

A communicative task should have a clear purpose and require learners to use English
to achieve a particular outcome.

One particularly useful technique is the information-gap activity. In this type of
activity, each student possesses information that another student does not have.
Students must communicate in English to obtain the missing information.

DISCUSSION. The analysis demonstrates that communicative competence is a
complex educational outcome that cannot be developed through grammar instruction
alone. Learners need systematic opportunities to use English for meaningful purposes.
One of the main advantages of modern pedagogical approaches is the shift from
passive learning to active language use. In traditional lessons, students may spend
considerable time listening to the teacher or completing individual written exercises.
In communicative lessons, students spend more time interacting with classmates,
solving problems, discussing ideas, and producing language.

However, modern methods should not be interpreted as a complete rejection of
grammar teaching. Grammar remains an essential component of communicative

competence. The key difference lies in the way grammar is taught.
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Instead of presenting grammar exclusively as a set of rules, teachers can introduce
grammatical structures through meaningful contexts and then provide opportunities for
communicative practice.

CONCLUSION. The study has demonstrated that the development of
communicative competence is one of the central objectives of modern English
language teaching. Effective communication requires more than knowledge of
grammar and vocabulary. Learners need the ability to understand others, express their
ideas, participate in interaction, adapt language to different contexts, and use
communication strategies when difficulties arise.

Modern pedagogical approaches provide substantial opportunities for achieving these
objectives. Communicative Language Teaching, Task-Based Language Teaching,
Project-Based Learning, cooperative learning, role-play, educational games, authentic
materials, digital technologies, and integrated skills activities can significantly increase
students’ opportunities to use English in meaningful situations.
The analysis shows that the most effective communicative classroom is one in which
students are not passive recipients of information but active participants in the learning
process.
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